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Elsewhere in this issue, past contributions to agricultural 

research at the Dickinson research center are considered. 

Without question, the need for agricultural research is 

great, and the impact of science on agricultural production 

has been remarkable. There is no intent to minimize the 

progress that has been made, but we are a long way from 

the utopian agriculture predicted for the year 2000 by some 

visionaries of 30 years ago. 


Former Secretary of Agriculture Orville Freeman, in a 

1967 address, said that in the year 2000 shiny space satel

lites would upply the basic intelligence needed to make 

key decisions for agriculture. 


The February 1991 USDA-ARS Agricultural Research 

publication reports that however advanced satellites may 

be, their data processing is generally out of tune with the 

needs of modern farm and ranch management. 


Secretary Freeman visualized that information would be 
gathered by spacecraft sensors and transmitted to com
puters for analysis and predicted that each crop would be 
matched to the soil best suited for it, that combinations of 
biological and chemical method will have eradicated or 
controlled crop damaging bugs, that scientists of the year 
2000 will have bred crops unaffected by plant diseases, that 
weeds will have become laboratory curiosities by the year 
2000, and that crops will have been bred to need a fraction 
of the water required by old species and varieties and will 
be much less affected by drought. 

In addition, there were predictions related to livestock 
production, horticulture and forestry, water use and mar
keting economics that are no closer to reality than the pre
dictions made for crops and soils. 

So we find agriculture today facing some of the same 
problems that were important one hundred years ago. 

One cannot help but wonder if the lack of progress is as
sociated with the research approach embodied in a federal 
grant project to study methane emission from cattle that 
newspaper columnist Mike Royko writes about. It seems 
that he became curious about this project, proposed by the 
U.S. Senate, and wrote, "I wondered if the nineteen mil
lion would be used to dispatch a horde of heartless bureau
crats armed with large corks and hammers to farms and 
ranches across the land. I was relieved to find this was 
nothing more than your typical government program. It 
would study, establish data, evalute feasibility and op
tions. It would study, establish data, evaluate feasibility 
and options, and it would consider modifications and 
make assessments of near and long-term opportunities. 
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